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until he was safely in his grave. So the drama of
these two lives was growing to its climax ; but,
when the story first leaked out, the daughter of
Sir Thomas Boleyn was not so much as mentioned.
It is possible that even Wolsey never suspected
the King's real motive, but regarded the nullity
as a prelude to a most desirable match with the
sister of the King of Spain. This would have
established the French alliance and have restored
the balance that was needed against the victorious
armies of Charles. So he saw in it an opportunity
for the exercising of his diplomatic skill once more ;
and he put himself on the side of the King.

A secret Court, which probably originated in
Wolsey's mind, was called on May 17, 1527. This
Court was presided over by Wolsey and Warham,
the two Archbishops. It was thus the highest
ecclesiastical court in the land, and was possibly
the most high-handed court that ever sat in this
realm. It set out to make as strong a case
for the annulment as possible. All the dangers
that would threaten England on the accession of
a woman to the throne were passed in review, and
it was now known that Catherine could bear no
more children. Her marriage with Henry was
to be proved null and void, and the King was to
be accused of living with her unlawfully. No
stone was to be left unturned in securing the in-
disputable validity of the proceedings. Catherine
was to be summoned to the Court, but the sum-
mons was never to reach her. She would therefore